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Chase, a good deal ambitious and somewhat presuming,
felt he must enforce his determinations, which he had al-
ways successfully carried out. In coming to the conclusion
that a separation must take place, the President was
prompted by some, and sustained by all, his Cabinet with-
out an exception. Chase's retirement has offended no-
body, and has gratified almost everybody.

I told Blair as we left the Executive Mansion to-day that
I felt depressed in consequence of the result at Petersburg,
beyond what I ought from the fight itself, in consequence
of impaired confidence in Grant. He tried to encourage me
and partially succeeded. I do not distrust or depreciate
General G.; but, if he has ability, I think he needs a better
second in command, a more competent executive officer
than General Meade, and he should have known that fact
earlier. The knowledge of the worth of our generals is often
purchased at too great a cost of blood and treasure. It is
dear tuition.

August 6, Saturday. I had a telegram from Tom this
morning, stating that Colonel Stedman was mortally
wounded and would probably not survive the night, that
General Ord desired his promotion without delay, that it
might be received before his death, and wishing me to call
at once on the President. I did so, who responded readily
to the recommendation, and I then, at his request, saw
Secretary Stanton, who met me in the right spirit.

While at the President's Blair came in, and the President
informed us he had a telegram from Greeley, desiring the
publication of the whole peace correspondence. Both Blair
and myself advised it, but the President said he had tele-
graphed Greeley to come on, for he desired him to erase
some of the lamentations in his longest letter. I told him
while I regretted it was there, the whole had better be pub-
lished. Blair said it would have to come to that ultimately.
But the President thought it better that that part should
be omitted.